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A Study on the Historic Changes and Differences of Tourism Attractiveness of

Geisha Houses’ Districts in Kanazawa
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The East and West Geisha Houses’ Districts in
Kanazawa have both been established by the Kaga-han
Feudal Government since 1820 and have gone through
many ups and downs for about two centuries. The city of
Kanazawa along with Kyoto escaped aerial bombings at
the time of the World War Two, which has preserved
traditional Geisha Houses’ Districts and attracts many
tourists.

Kanazawa Municipal Government started comparative-
ly early its preservation and protection programs for tra-
ditional architectures. In 1989, the Government issued an
ordinance which aimed to protect traditional surround-
ings to form beautiful scenery in Kanazawa. The East
Geisha Houses’ District designated as the regional tradi-
tional architectures’ preservation area in 2001 has been
graded up to one of the important national preservation
areas since November 2001.

Unlike the East, the West has not been designated as
the preservation area. The West is small in size and its
scenery is second to the East. Even in the high season
when tourist spots in Kanazawa are crowded, the West
is often seen with few visitors.

This study aims to show the historic changes which
have caused what the both districts are now and to find
out the backgrounds which tell us about the difference of

tourism attractiveness of both districts.
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