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Abstract

"G 2" is a hot topic among East Asian regions. The United States claims that "the G 2 age" has
arrived, that the US-China bilateral tie is the world's most important, and that "this bilateral tie
will shape the 21st Century".

Behind this is the recognition that the US needs to engage with China, emerging as the world's
second economic power, while furthermore holding considerable political and military power but
failing to join the advanced economics such as those in the G8 or OECD. In addition China is the
United States' most important creditor nation, and is the world's top holder of foreign currency
reserves. The fact emerges that the US cannot recover from the 2008 world economic crisis
without firmly engaging China.

The main theme of this paper is to explore East Asian nations' future trajectories toward
the proposed East Asian Community plan for 2015. Even though China cannot be expected to
contribute directly, its very presence will detract from the formation of that prospective regional
order. To moderate China's negative influence, what action can be taken by the surrounding
countries? One measure may be to confront China, alternatively appeasement of China may be
considered. Whichever way, an urgent problem is how to keep up with such a "major power" as
China. Unfortunately this problem has not been given enough priority in Japan.

This paper examines relations surrounding ASEAN and China against a background of growing

East Asian economic cooperation, by focusing on FTA's for example.
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- World Tourism Statistics (World Tourism Organization :
UNWTO)

- [SAER G HARBRL 2
The Summary Report on Trade of Japan (Japan Tariff
Association)
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