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How Japanese Mass Media Disseminated the OQutbreak

of Tibetan Issues :
Exploring Newspaper Articles from 1945 to 1964

Takako YAMADAT

Abstract

The relationship between Tibet and Japan can be traced back to the Meiji Period
when the Meiji government was geopolitically aligned with Tibet. The Shinshu
Otani branch (Higashi Honganji) of Jodo Shinshu (Shin Buddhism) also took
an interest in Tibet and Tibetan Buddhism as part of their efforts to disseminate
Shin Buddhist teachings in China. In the late Meiji period, two monks of Higashi
Honganji were dispatched to China in order to get into Tibet. Because of this long
history of the Japan-Tibet relationship, Tibetan refugees have been allowed to
settle in Japan since the exodus of the 14th Dalai Lama from Tibet to India in 1959.
Today an estimated 220 Tibetans live in Japan: 100 from Tibet and the rest from
other areas. They are dispersed in different areas of Japan, although many live near
Tokyo. How has the Japanese mass media helped disseminate better understanding
of the outbreak of Tibetan issues among the Japanese populace? The source material
for analysis was collected mainly from the databases of three national newspapers:
Asahi Shinbun’s Kikuzo II Visual for Libraries, Mainichi Shinbun’s Maisaku, and
Yomiuri Shinbun’s Yomidasu Rekishikan, which includes all articles and news
written since its foundation. In each database, the word “Tibet” was searched in all
articles from 1945 to 2014. In total, 4717 hits were found on the Kikuzo II database,
3469 on Maisaku, and 4731 on Yomidasu. This paper is to make clear the role of the
Japanese mass media in publicizing information on Tibet and Tibetan issues after
the Second World War especially from 1945 to 1964.
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F11955.03.13) L¥ET 5, F7-, PIHHFHE,
[T MEAGEmR  FXy MAKEET k]
(B H /85817 1955.04.10) &, B O i
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YR EHEEOMBIFIICEE R ERY b OH
PRELZHGET 5, £ LT, 19564E121E 2D
WAz, WIHEE, SeHEE, eheh [F
Ny b ERXEREE SR Pk GHHE /R



AARDT A + X T4 TIZA B 1945 - 644EDF Xy N HuE
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1956.08.21) &9 X912, HEDH o [ 5 R
EOMENEAN L2 &K D, —HT,
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Z L&, FoeHENI A EA U CHUET S,

19574R 12 A % &, LR S BURF X 31 A7
D7z, EHRWICHEGEZ T TOGD, Dickb
YUHEHELED L) E LTz vwbhTnb
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Al ENAZ LI D (TXF 1991 83 ;

NASAVER



GIREBERTF N SCFIIE,

Shakya 1999 : 169) .
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b, [FNy MRERE 1050 580 HED
150%%C10577 1] (Foe/#1111958.03.13), [
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% ik AAF (1989 : 389) HiH (03.21)
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HiH (03.29)
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DL, T RMICHFERHEZRESEDR 7K (1991 :350) HIH (03.28)
YA
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W 7y MELKRGE & OB AL, “Tibetan calendar list —Phugpa”

COFNy POBWEEKBL, M2IIREN

B X2, 19594FE D F Xy FEEREEO L v b
PE¥0E, FRoeE M A2811:, 4 H # A% 2701,
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1A 3HETE, 4 ASBI2RETEICS
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