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Comparison of “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” and “Jude the Obscure”
Kenichi TSUJI*

Abstract

There are many differences between “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” and “Jude the
Obscure”. We can easily notice a difference in the atmosphere of the two stories.
There are many descriptions full of joy in “Tess of the d’Urbervilles”. On the other
hand, in “Jude the Obscure”, a gloomy atmosphere prevails throughout the story.
However, we can also find some similarities between “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” and
“Jude the Obscure”. For example, in both novels, trouble between the individual’s
pursuit of happiness and the regularity of their community is a big theme. In fact,
many critics of Hardy have referred to similarities and differences between the two
works. This paper will review the similarities and differences in various respects,
such as employing corpus data to support an analysis of these two novels. By doing

this, I will try to objectively show the characteristics of both novels.
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