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Concept of Purity and Pollution among Medieval bhakti Poets
Chihiro KOISO'

Abstract

Throughout the Hindu tradition, the concept of purity and pollution has been a
key notion in controlling people’s life and conduct. This notion is important not
only for ritual practices but for day-to-day life. In this paper, I would like to deal
with purity and pollution in Manu Smrti (Code of Manu), first by clarifying and
providing an overview of this notion. L.Dumont holds that the notion of purity
and pollution are interlinked with the caste system and untouchability. His point
of view is that hierarchy of caste is decided according to the degree of purity and
pollution. Sants (saint-poets) in Medieval Maharashtra upheld the position that
in front of God Vitthala all are equal and there is no such hierarchy, which seems
to be an egalitarian approach. Here I verify the notion of purity and pollution
among medieval sants to contextualize the words indicating pollution, such as
vital, apavitra, usta, and ovla from their religious poems named Abhangs. Then
it becomes apparent that sants are more conscious about pollution related to their
caste. Their egalitarian approaches are limited but it forms a solid foundation for

the 19 century’s social reform movements in Maharashtra.
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