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Fragrance in Hindu Culture
Chihiro KOISO'

Abstract

This paper analyzes the role and importance of various fragrances and scented
materials in Hindu culture. First of all, the author takes a general view of
fragrances in different countries,then describes the favorite scents of Indian people
in general. The author provides a brief account of the history of scented materials
in India and analyzes the role of scented materials in Hindu ritual. The ritual
named “Mangala Gaurt vrata” (newly married women make petition for their
happiness of families to Goddess Gaurt) is introduced, in which the devotees offer
different kinds of scented materials, such as sandalwood paste, incense, pastille,
camphor, lamps of burning oil or ghi, and fragranced flowers to the deity. During
the ritual, the deity is believed to descend towards the earthly level while the
devotee ascends towards the divine, so that ultimately a state of union is achieved.
Here the offerings and services to the deity embodied in its images are almost the
same as the ones offered to human guests. For combining both deity and devotee,
incenses and camphor (light and fragrance) play an important role. Fragrances
purify the surroundings and sanctify the ritual space which helps devotees to
concentrate upon the deity. This paper aims at an understanding of the meaning

and symbolism of fragrance in Hindu ritual.
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