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Making of the Tibetan Community in Japan:
Exploring the Role of Mass Media from 1965 to 2014

Takako YAMADAY

Abstract

Tibetans living as refugees in different parts of the world have struggled to regain
communal connectedness in their host countries. Tibetans in Toronto, for example,
have started their community center, while Tibetans in Japan have created their
virtual space as a web page on the Internet. This paper aims to explore the making
of the Tibetan community in Japan through the following efforts: 1) building
awareness of refugee assistance in a host society through newspaper articles, and
2) improving communal connectedness among Tibetans through digital media.
The role of the newspaper in providing assistance for Tibetan refugees is explored
based on analyses of articles of national newspapers from 1965 to 2014. It is also
observed that the shared communal connectedness through digital media has
been instrumental not only in strengthening solidarity among Tibetans, but also
in developing mutual understanding between Tibetans and the Japanese. This has

fostered a feeling of security to live in Japan among the refugee community.

Keywords
Tibetans in Japan, community making, Japan-Tibet relationship, mass media,

refugee assistance
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