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Story Manga and Act of Reading Theory
—A Study Based on Yoshiharu Tsuge’s Furuhon to shoujyo—

Noriko YAMADAY

Abstract

“Diversity of interpretation” is surely one reason to include works of literature
in Japanese language studies, within the Japanese education system. However,
while lessons on how to “read literary works aim to include an exchange of
views, in practice, discussions are generally limited to primary interpretations
provided by teachers. Although, at first sight, students appear to discuss various
interpretations, the practice of “mutual reading,” in which students incorporate
others’ interpretations into their own, never takes place.

To solve these problems, it is useful to focus on the “gaps” described in Iser’s
Act of Reading theory, which focuses on reader-centered literary communication.
While many studies have examined how “gaps” in literary works are incorporated
into Japanese-language studies, no research to date has focused on “gaps” in story
manga.

The scene in Yoshiharu Tsuge’s story manga, Furuhon to shoujyo (the second-
hand book and the girl), in which the student’s friend appears can be read as a
“gap,” which is used to deliver a lesson involving an exchange of interpretations.
The present study confirms that attaching meaning to the “gaps” in story manga
can facilitate an exchange of views and interpretations, supported by various
arguments. Studies have shown that students who engage in reading interactions
and listen to viewpoints that differ from their own will quickly experience those
trains of thought and incorporate other students’ interpretations into their own
ways of thinking.

Accordingly, lessons that revolve around “gaps” in story manga can facilitate
“mutual reading” and the exchange of interpretations among students in a way that

is hard to achieve in lessons that revolve around “gaps” in literary works.
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