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Matteo Ricci, Confucianism, Buddhism and the Perennial Philosophy

Shohei EDAMURAf

Abstract

Matteo Ricii was a Jesuit missionary who learned Chinese language and had

a massive influence on China. Since his letters convey remarkable news and G.W.

Leibniz, a major figure in the tradition of perennial philosophy, owed so much to

Ricci in his understanding of Chinese philosophy, Ricci’s philosophical works are

worthwhile to study for comprehending the developmental history of perennial

philosophy. In this paper, I will explore Ricci’s philosophy and his understandings

of Confucianism and Buddhism. I also discuss how Ricci had an influence

upon Leibniz, and the notable difference between their evaluations of these two

religions.
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