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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the BRAC’s innovative approach to social
development in Bangladesh. BRAC (Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee) was
founded in 1972 to aid refugees returning home after the country’s war for independent.
It has since grown to become one of the largest NGO in the world, with a staff of
exceeding ‘1.2 million and annual operating budget US$684 million (2014), of which
less than 25 percent now comes from grants and donations.”! The eradication of poverty
requires universal access to economic opportunities which will promote sustainable
livelihood and basic human needs for the disadvantaged people. Due to the economic
constraints Bangladesh couldn’t reach even their citizen’s basic human needs and NGOs
have become imperative in accelerating in the country’s social development. Recent
days, BRAC is emerged as an important and strong actor in social development
discourse and playing significant role in Bangladesh. In 1971, after independent
Bangladesh began life with a wrecked economy. The infrastructure normally associated
with nationhood did not exist. Colonized for centuries, brutalized by war and natural
calamity, its people were poorly equipped for the sudden task of making a country.
Schools, health facilities, communications, industry stunted from the outset, all lay in
ruins. Against insurmountable odds, however, recently Bangladesh has more than
simply survive. Food production has more than doubled and life expectancy has
increased 30%. Total fertility declined 60% and infant mortality by 70%. Primary

school enrollment has reached 90% and gender gap in enrollment disappeared.
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