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“Idealism”of Leibniz’'s Early Years
— A Theory of Motion and Body in 1672—

BN F
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In a letter to De Volder of 1704, Leibniz

(1646-1716) proposes his idealistic thesis

that matter is a phenomenon for a perceiver. A similar claim is found as early as 1672.

Leibniz stated that to exist is to be sensed and bodies exist insofar as they are sensed

by minds. Robert M. Adams suggests that this thesis is close to what Berkeley claims in

his Treatise concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge. However, Leibniz's view in

1672 is remarkably different from both Berkeley's and Leibniz's later view. In this paper

I explain the essential features of Leibniz's early version of idealism, providing an

account of this view drawing comparisons to Berkeley's view and Leibniz’s later view. In

1672, Leibniz argued that motion is mind-dependent, and bodies consist in motion, which

implies that bodies are also mind-dependent entities.
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