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A Comparison of Slash-and-Burn Agriculture Past and Present
in the Foothills of Mt. Hakusan

KOHMOTO Yuko®, ISHIMOTO Hina*, SHIMADA Yoshino¥,
TAKAHASHI Miu®, MIZUNO Mina**

Abstract

This paper summarizes the results of preliminary research and fieldwork
conducted for the Field Research Practice 12 course at Kanazawa Seiryo
University. We gathered information about slash-and-burn agriculture at the foot
area of Mt. Hakusan from books and websites, interviewed residents about past
and present slash-and-burn agricultural methods, and compared historical and
contemporary practices. The slash-and-burn agriculture at the foot area of Mt.
Hakusan differs from that in other regions by making of “yakishiro” (piles of
timber). In the past, millet, foxtail millet, and radishes were cultivated for self-
consumption. Nowadays, millet and foxtail millet are grown primarily for seed
preservation and to maintain traditional foods, while radishes are cultivated for
home consumption and as a specialty product for sale. Slash-and-burn agriculture
was practiced for hundreds of years until before World War II but declined rapidly
after the war. Nowadays, no one practices it as a livelihood. While cedar trees
have been planted on the former sites, many areas remain neglected. As human
living spaces shrink, wildlife populations increase, resulting in problems such as
crop damage. Comparing past and present slash-and-burn agriculture, while the
methods themselves have not changed, their significance has shifted dramatically.
Slash-and-burn, once the primary livelihood method, now retains its cultural value
through preservation activities while also serving as part of regional revitalization
efforts, altering its purpose. Many aspects remain effective today as methods for
utilizing sloping mountainous area, such as cultivating them for several years
before fallow and moving to another site and effectively utilizing the effects of
burned soil. While continuing past methods exactly as they were is difficult,
adapting parts of those past methods to fit current practices could be a way to

explore means of effectively utilizing sloping land.
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