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On Intercultural Communication and Intracultural Reflection
according to Miguel de Unamuno and Watsuji Tetsuro

MASIA CLAVEL Juan’, KUWANO Moe*

Abstract

As a reaction against the trends toward globalization during the last quarter of a
century (from 1990 to 2017) , the rise of the so-called populist or anti-globalist
political parties and movements has provoked a lot of debate recently. Within that
context, the tension between awareness of one’s own cultural identity and mutual
understanding of different cultures is attracting attention among researchers of
the philosophy of culture. The author of this article confronted this problem while
translating into Spanish the work of Watsuji Tetsuro, Fiido (1935) and editing in
Japanese the work of Miguel de Unamuno, En torno al casticismo (The essence
of Spain 1895). Both Watsuji and Unamuno were aiming at a relation between
cultures which integrates human universality and particular traditions, while trying
to go beyond the extremes of narrow nationalism and shallow cosmopolitism.
That is what makes their insights on intercultural relations especially relevant for

today’s confrontation between global and local trends.
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