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Ficino and prisci theologi

Shohei EDAMURAT

Abstract

Marcilio Ficino argued that a series of ancient theologians or “prisci theologi” had

been inspired by the divine wisdom and they had presented the most profound

philosophy to the posterity. The succession of such theologians was the following:

Zoroaster, Hermes Trismegistus, Orpheus, Aglaophemus, Pythagoras, Philolaus

and Plato. According to Ficino, they all attained the divine wisdom through the

natural reason given by God. This article will explicate what Ficino understood as

common features of their views, and explore Ficino’s concept of prisca theologia.
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(1)
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(3) Celenza, 201721
(4) Celenza, 2006, p. 102.
(5)

“Cum haec theologi prisci cognoscerent, philosophiae stadium simper cum religiosa pietate iunxurunt.
Principio Zoroastris philosophia (ut testator Plato) nihil erat aliud quam sapiens pietas cultusque divinus.
Mercurii quoque Trismegisti disputations omnes a votis incipient et in sacrificia desinunt. Orphei etiam
Aglaophemique philosophia in divinis laudibus tota versatur. Pythagoras a matutino hymnorum sacrorum
cantu philosophiae studia incohabiat. Plato non in dicendo solum, sed etiam in cogitando exordiri a deo
praecipiebat in singulis atque ipse simper exordiebatur a deo.” (TP 12.1.14) Marsilio Ficino, Platonic

Theology vol. 4 Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2004, p. 251
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theologiae appelatus est autor: cum sequutus Orpheus secundas antique theologiae partes obtinuit. Orphei
secris initiates est Aglaophemus. Aglaophemo succesit in theologia Pythagoras quem Philolaus sectatus est
diui Platonis nostril praeceptor. Itaque una priscae theologiae undique sibi consona secta ex theologies sex:
miro quodam ordine conflate est exordia sumens a mercurio: a diuo Platone pentitus absoluta.” O 2. 1836
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20) TP 13.5.3
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2) DDN 1.17
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33) TP 17.4.6,18.2.14

34) TP 425

39TPM327WU ForrvabailliniE, T4 F— 2 EAN X 2B, AMIZY
BrIELZETCubIiE s (TEMTITVTANE) 370X %F5L%2TniLd7
(Ockenstrém, 2013, p. 45) o
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(42) 7 4 F— 7 DRI L 725 O FEIZ DWW, Klutstein, 19872,

(43) TP2.7.3

(44) ACP 10.12

(45) TP2.4.4

(46) DDN 1.13

(47) TP 11.4.13

(48) “Iovis perfectus oculus, quoniam quaecumque apud nos fiunt, fatum lovisque mens per universum inspicit
omnia” TP 2.9.6 Cf. O 1.327

(49) TP2.13.4

(50) TP2.6.4

(51) TP 18.1.7

(52) TP4.2.5

(53) TP2.13.9

(54) TP 17.4.10
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(67) O 1.735 Celenza, 1999, p. 67721,
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(71) TP 11.5.3
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(74) TP 17.4.4

(75) TP 17.2.11

(76) TP 13.4.10
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LCTw3 (Schmitt, 1966, p. 507) -

(78) TP2.1.4

(79) TP3.1.7

(80) TP 15.19.3
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B LI TWB, TP 12.1.105H,

(83) TP2.11.11

(84) TP 5.13.13

(85) TP 10.7.2

(86) TP 11.4.14

(87) TP 18.1.7

(88) TP2.11.15

(89) TP2.13.2

(90) TP 18.1.9

(91) TP3.1.13

(92) TP 9.4.19,9.5.15

(93) TP4.2.1

(94) TP 5.5.5

(95) TP 10.7.3

(96) TP 8.3.5

(97) TP 12.4.8

(98) TP 14.8.3

(99) TP 2.13.10

(100) TP 13.2.17

(101) TP 10.3.8

(102) TP 12.2.2

(103) TP 14.10.10

(104) TP 13.4.12

(105)

(106)

(107)

(108)

TP 6.2.15

TP 14.10.18

TP 13.2.2

FEBHIZESIC 74 F = OFE [F)AMIZOWT] 251 &2 %055, 74 F— /B0 LAD
WEEL LD AL [MOTOHEA | 2B L CWwizeEZ7, L34 (FHE, 2015, p.44),

(109) O 1.474 Unger, 1995, p. 9 2,

W

ACP = Marcilio Ficino, Argumentum et commentaria Marcilii Ficinii in Phaedrum, Cited by chapter and section.
AP = Marcilio Ficino, Argumentum Marselii Ficinii Florentini in Parmenidem, Cited by chapter.

B = Biflio0nxn, Cited by book, chapter and section.

DDN = Marcilio Ficino, De Divinis Nominibus, Cited by part and chapter.

DMT = Marcilio Ficino, De Mystica Theologia, Cited by chapter.

O = Marcilio Ficino, Opera Omnia. Cited by volume and page.

PT = Proklos, Ilepi tijc xaza I[Tdrwva Ocoloyiog, Cited by chapter.

TP = Marcilio Ficino, Theologia platonica, Cited by book, chapter and section.
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