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‘Dark Tourism’ in a Muslim Society:
Multiple Interpretations and Comments on Tsunami Tourism
in Aceh, Indonesia

SAITO, Chief, CUT Dewit

Abstract

This paper argues that dark tourism in a Muslim society provides a variety
of interpretations of deaths, disasters, and tourist sites through an analysis of
exhibitions and interviews with guides and visitors in a tsunami museum in Aceh,
Indonesia, the most popular attraction of tsunami tourism after the 2004 Indian
Ocean Tsunami devastated Aceh. Dark tourism is a controversial concept that
does not have any shared definition and which some people, including scholars, do
not like to use because of the word “dark.” But what does “dark” mean? Is dark
tourism really “dark™? In this paper, I show how death and the tsunami disaster
are interpreted in Islamic contexts; and how visitors to the tsunami museum

interpret and comment on tsunami tourism in and outside religious contexts.
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