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Some Issues in Introducing of English Qualifying Examinations
for the Selection of University Entrants:
The Contradiction between Four Language Skills Integrated Instruction and

Four Language Skills Separated Measurement

Masahiro MAEDA

Abstract

The introduction of private English language qualifications for the selection
of university applicants was considered in order to measure the multiple English
language skills of learners especially for high school students. Based on the results
of a questionnaire survey from students taking skill-separated courses rather than
skill-integrated courses, this research aims to answer the following questions:
(1) How do students taking skill-separated courses at university view their skill-
integrated lessons in high school in retrospect? (2) How do students taking skill-
separated courses at university view the current skill-separated courses?

The results of questionnaire revealed that many of participants in this survey
thought that skill-integrated courses in high school would be better than skill-
separated courses. However, they pointed out the imbalance of skill instruction in
skill-integrated courses in high schools, especially the thinness of skill instruction
related to speaking.

This study revealed the advantages and challenges of skill-integrated and
skill-specific instruction, and we believe that the use of the four-skill-separated
examinations for university entrance selection should reflect the learners’ opinions
revealed in this study in order to guarantee the integration of instruction and

assessment.
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I. OVERALL OBJECTIVE
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and writing, deepening their understanding of
language and culture and fostering a positive
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languages.
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