BREMERENTCEANSE, 55 7 &5 1%, pp.8-19, 20234

Community Building and Damages from Earthquakes in Koori-
machi, Fukushima:

How can Students Contribute?

SAITO, Chief

Abstract

This paper discusses community building in Koori-machi, Fukushima. In
particular, I examine the possibility that university students who visit there as
a part of their class contribute to Koori-machi and establish mutually beneficial
relationships with local people. Koori-machi is a town where local people have
actively participated in community building and tried to restore the historical
landscape along the old Oshu-kaido Road. University students also took part in
this project. They researched the town and offered ideas on the landscape, some
of which were incorporated into the plan for community building. However, when
strong earthquakes hit Koori-machi in 2021 and 2022, they demolished the old
buildings that people were using to attract and treat visitors. As a result, they
had to give up restoring the historical landscape. In this paper, [ argue that in this
challenging situation, students can play a role in community building through
activities, such as posting information about Koori-machi and providing new
ideas about rebuilding the historical landscape. If their ideas and suggestions are
incorporated into the plan, this achievement could motivate students and also help

them develop their career direction.
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