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Report on the Symposium: Faith and cultural inheritance
beyond the crisis (Global Studies Education Project)

KAMATA Toji', SUDA Gunji*, NARA Kenji*, KONISHI Kengo'’, SAITO Chie*, KUWANO Moe?

Abstract

This report presents a summary of the discussions of four speakers that
participated on the symposium: ‘Crisis and Cultural Transmission’, organised by
the Global Studies Education and Research Project, from a variety of perspectives.
The symposium included multi-disciplinary discussions on festivals, myths, songs,
sacred places and the transmission of Christian beliefs. Toji Kamada (folklore
studies and philosophy of religion) discussed traditional cultures such as festivals
and songs as a key to turning disaster into well-being. Gunji Suda (photographer,
research on megalithic beliefs) discussed belief in megalithic beliefs that transcend
ethnicity, nation and culture. Kenji Nara (History of Kirishitan) referred to the
inheritance of Christian culture in the Kaga clan and the hope for the future found
in the Kirishitan ideology. Finally, Kengo Konishi (Cultural Anthropology), who
studies the survival of communities from the perspective of religious practice,

clarified the concept of ‘saien’, which integrates different people.
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