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A History of Slavery and a Future of Fair Trade:
The Story of Jute in Bangladesh

TAKAHARA Sachikof

Abstract

Jute, relatively unknown in Japan, is a basic industry of Bangladesh, whose
government includes the Ministry of Textiles and Jute. Production began during
the colonial period when the English found the climate and terrain to be suitable
for its cultivation. Garments made in Bangladesh from jute were sold all over the
world, and so its production became a part of the world economy and thus involved
in the slave trade during that time. This paper describes the historical background
of jute, linen, hemp, and ramie. It also discusses the recent Fair Trade Movement,
which concerns itself with the variety of qualitative expressions available for these
materials while enabling support for producers and care for the environment.

Jute Works is a workers’ union that got its start by supporting women after
Bangladesh’s war of independence in the making of handicrafts that gave them a
stable income and life. This paper concludes that the Fair Trade goods made of jute
coming into Japan are a material expression of the sustainability of humanity and

the environment.
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