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Principle of Freedom in Ethics by Tetsuro Watsuji:
A Study on the Moral Education

MONZEN Ayaki'

Abstract

This study investigates the concept of freedom in the ethics of Tetsurd Watsuji
(1889 ~ 1960) from multiple viewpoints. The concept of freedom is listed as one
content item in the curriculum guidelines on moral education at schools in Japan.

With reference to his theory of community “Aidagara ([#]##) ” this paper examines
and interprets the original principle of “freedom ‘soku’ negation (HHIRIEE) »
as the key to understanding interpersonal obligations.

The results illustrate that 1) freedom is not mere self-liberation or personal
autonomy, but a paradoxical movement in which individual personality stands out
as a consequence of the antagonism between social duty and responsibility, and

2) freedom is also not a matter of personal competence, but a creative work that is

bestowed on us during our daily personal interactions with others.
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