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Udon Thani, Thailand and Uchinada, Japan

The Intersection of Community Memory with the Material
Traces of US Military Bases

TAKAHARA Sachiko

Abstract

The city of Udon Thani, Thailand, the site of a US military base during the

Vietnam War, and the city of Uchinada, Japan, the site of a US live-fire testing

facility during the Korean War, have something in common. Although separated

in time by several decades, traces, both physical and psychological, of the US

military presence persist in both places. This project traces community memories

and discusses the people whose lives intersect with these places.

Furthermore, this project is considered in the light of two major works of

pacifist literature, Immanuel Kant’s “Eternal Peace" and Virginia Woolf’s “Three

Guineas,” raising the question of how humanity can invest in endowments to avoid

war and whether or not the continued existence of US military bases is justified.
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